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MaTTH. X. 16. 


Be ye therefore wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Dorves. 


DN the beginning of this Chapter we 
read of one of the greateſt and moſt 
improbable deligns that ever was, 
viz. Chriſt's ſending out . his ewelve 
Apoſtles to convert and to reform the 
World. For, although the occaſion of their firtt 
Miſsion, was to prepare the Jewiſh Nation for en- 
tertaining the doctrine of the Meſſias, and there- 
fore they are commanded to go to the loſt ſheep of the 


Houſe of Iſrael ; and as they went to preach ; ſaying, The 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand ; yer our Saviour in his 


following diſcourſe mentionsſeveral things which 


cannot be applied to their firſt going abroad, 
particularly,that which relates to their hard uſage. 
and bad entertainment from the world ; which. 


we do not find they met with from the Jews upon 
A2 this 
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this general meſſage, bur rather the contrary : 
for which. caule.he bids them to provide nothing for 
themſelves, Foreſeeing chat inall places there would 
be ſome-'thar 'would be. ready to receive them 
kindly, and when the Seventy D{ciples were ſent 
upon'a like errand, theysetwrned with joy, which ſuch 
youhg beginiters wonfdfrardly havedone, if they 
had met with ſuch ſharp perſecutions then, which 
Chriſt here foretells his Apoſtles ſhould ſuffer for 
preaching the Goſpel. Enher therefore we 
mult lay that St. Matthew puts things together by 
way of Common Place, as-he ſeems to do the 
Miracles and Parables of our Saviour, without pur- 


hung the Order of time, as S. Luke doth, and'foups 


on occaſion of (hriſts fending out his. 4pofle; {ets 
down all that relates to their Miſsi0n, alkttrowgh de- 
hveredat fevera} times; orelle thar Ci $44 
did now at firſt acquaint them with Wthe axthi- 
culties that ſhould attend their, imploymemnt ic 
preaching the Goſpel to the world, and conle- 
quently thought'ir neceſſary to give them at onee- 
their full inſtructions. for their diſcharge of fo 
great atruſt, and due behaviour under jo hard a 
tervice. Atruſt indeed ſogreat, afervice (o had 
as to require the Wiſdom of an Angel, and the Inn- 
cancy of Adam jn Paradiſe, fo many were the difh- 
culties, ſo powerful were the prejudices, fo dan- 
gerous were the fnares and temptations, which 
in all places didhinder the ſucceſs of ſo great a 

3 Vork. 
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mighty conqueſts which mer, domake aver loje 
ſmall parts.of the world, by the ſubrilty of theft 
Wit, os by the force/pf their Arms, or. by the vatl< 
nels of theit T'iralyre.; but.mallichele cales, there 
is nothing wonderful ;, fot.the caules being fup- 
poledghere is at leaſt agreat probability the event 
{houtd follow 5 Bur for twelve inton{iderable 
perſons, as to.all outward circaumfiances, with- 
out craft, without arms, withqut money ji ua 
dertake the conguelt, of the world, by changing 
net only news opinions as to Religibn,! byt which 
1s far mort inneaſie, the: hearts and lives: of men 
ſeenis ar firſt appearance fo wolikely þ thing, that 
thoigh.none; but very wits mhem.coutd hope;th 
manage it, yet none who yvere thonght fo,would 
ever.undeftake it. , Yer nolefs. han, «his was;uhe 
work which _—_ ſent abr0ad his twellle;Hpoftes 
31pon ; :and he tells them, very:lglezo.thtysoeam- 
fort,, what hardthip they. ware like; to, moet 


with, ts be betraytd by friends. per] thvbed by: enemies; x. : 1, +2. 


and hated of all men jor his names. [ake . yea fo great 
would the rage and malice and gruelty, of req. bg 
againſt thera, that he ſaith in ahe; beginning af 
this verſe, Bebdld 1-ſend youfo thug ſheepin the mitift of 


Wolves. What to be defttoyedand devouredby 


them? No, buttorterh.thofe very Wolves into ſheep. 
But what powerful charms muſt they ule to ſecure 
themielves from prefent.danger, and:tro work tugh 
wy mighty 
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mighty change ? no other thah thoſe which our 
Saviour recommends in the words of the Text, 
Be ye therefore wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. 
Not as though we were to ſearch all the proper- 
ties of Serpents and Doves to underftand the mean- 
ing of theſe words, and to derermine the truth or 
falſhood of all the relations that are made con- 
cerning both of them , but as Solomon choſe the 
Ant for an example of diligence, ſo out Saviour de- 
fgning tojoyn Wiſdom and Innocency together pro- 
poles the Serpent for one and the Dove for the 
other , to let his Diſciples underſtand that he al- 
lows them ſo much Wiſdom as is conſiſtent with 
innocency, and perſwades them to no more ſimpli- 
city than is conſiſtent with Wiſdom. For Wil- 
dom without Innocency turns into craft and 
cunning ; and 'Simpliciry without Wiſdom is 

meer folly. 9 
\ But the great difficulty lyes inthe joyning theſe 
two together. For asthe world goes and is like 
to.do, men will be aptto lay, How can thoſe be 
as wiſe as Serpents, who muſt be «s harmleſs as Doves ? 
If allthe world were agrecd in the practice of in- 
nocency, and men did not fare the worſe for it, it 
might paſs for wiſdom ; but when they have to deal 
with others who will uſe all the Wiſdom of the 
Serpent, and are ſo far from being harmleſs as Doves, 
that they will take all the advantages that mens 
innocency and ſimplicity givesthem, it ſeems hard 
to 


befozethe KING. 5 
to reconcile theſe two together. T'o what pur- 
poſe, may ſome ſay, are mens eyes bid to be open, 
when their handsare tyed up ? Had they not bet- 
ter be without the Serpents ſagacity and quick- 
neſs of fight, than eſpy their dangers, and nor uſe, 
the moſt likely means to prevent them ? What 
doth the ſimplicity of the Dove ſignifi, but to make. 
them 2 more eaſe quarry for the birds of prey ? 
Simplicity, and innocency, and patience, which 
our Saviour recommends under the phraſe of be- 
ing harmleſs as Doves, are good leſſons for another 
world, but what do they {ignifie in this, which is. 
made up of nothing bur artifice and fraud, and. 
wherein the great art and buſineſs of life ſeems to. 
be overreaching, and deceiving. one another 2? 
Thoſe only ſeem. to have the true ſubtilty of the. 
Serpent who can turn and wind themlſelyes every. 
way as makes moſt for their advantage ; Who by 
their {oft and eafie motions, by. their artificial gli- 
dings and infinuations get an intereſt great enough. 
to miſchief while they watch for an opportunity. 
ro doit. As the Serpent beguiled Eve through bis ſubtilty, , © © 
i.e. ſay.the Fathers by the familiarity. and eaſineſs 37% © 
of acceſs which. he. had, playing as ſome fancy, recom. c. 1. 
about the Neck and Arms of Eye in theſtate of In- 
nocency. Thoſe havethe true {ubtilty of the Ser- 
pent who creep into Houſes and underſtand the ſecrets + 
of perſons and families ;. and ſo know how. to ad- 
dreſs, and how to keep in awe :. who ſeem, as harms 


leſs. 


2 Cor. 11.3. 


A Sermon-Þxached 


teſs as Doves till they have a fair opportunity of in- 

itting their poiſoh, and do the'greater miſchief by 
being thought ſo innocent. Who have the dee: 
rou$xecth'and* the 'double rengue, who can deny 
the Truth'without1ying, and forſwear themſelves 
without-perjury'; who wouldſantifie the great 
eſt villanies by their good intemtions, and when 
rey ire+avenuns 25 Wolves, and- as cruel as Vulttres, 
would yee be thought 4s harmleſs as Dodo, © or 'as in- 
nocent 454 Bild new __ 9-15: 'RE 

"Whit now can 11 mpticiy: ad + ihoveengy:: and 
niethnels, and patience fi gnific againſt all this 
ſerpentine ſubtity ? Andit you take away from 
rhe Serpenr his arrificiat mortion-and: his poiſon, 
you leave himweak'and contemprible, ready © 
be'trampled on by every, paſtenger, having ho-, 
thing to defend himſelf but his kin and eye-fight. 
Andif yon do allow his moft natural properties, 
the. innocency of the Dove 1s a very. nnequal 
ratch for fKinrif they be oppoſed, and Teeth of fo 
—_— natures that 'rhey can hardly be joyhitd 
-topether inthe ſame ſubject 

"And yer notwithſtanding alt theſe objections, 
1 was certaialy the deſign of our Savinsr in theſe 
w vorgs, | 

i: To recommend the conjunttion. and union of 
heli rvyvoto his diſciples, "ben eh. as Serpents,” and 
i nny uh 1s Doves.” 


To de ir chiefly upon. this cotifiderintdn” 
that 


befoze the KING, 


that this would be the beſt means ro promote 
his Religion againſt all the arts and deſigns of 
men, as well as the beſt ſecurity for themſe]ves. 

And therefore in the proſecuting this ſubject 1 
ſhall endeavour theſe rwo things, 


1. Toſhew wherein the comunttion of theſe two ' 


doth conſiſt. 

.2. That this is the beſt means to promote the 
Chriſtian Religion againſt all che miſchievous arcs 
and devices of men. 

1. Wherein the conjunftim of theſe two doth 
conſiſt. It is no hard matter to tell men how- 
they may be wiſe as Serpents, Viz, by foreſight and 
caution, ſo asto diſcern and prevent unneceſſary 
dangers ; not to run themſelves fooliſhly and 
vainly upon needleſs troubles, nor to draw per- 
ſecutions upon themſelves, when they can decent- 
ly and lawfully avoid them ; not to give advan- 
rages totheir enemies by their weakneſs and in- 
diſcretion, nor a juſt occaſion of offence to any ; 
bur in all lawful chings to endeavour togain upon, 
them, and by all ads of kindneſs and charity to 
recommend our Religion to them. Neither is ic 
hard to tell wherein we mult appear to be harm- 
leſs as Doyes, viz, by ſimplicity and integrity*of 
mind, by meeknels and patience, by forgiving in- 
juries, and bearing perſecutions as becomes Chris 
flians, by a holy, innocent, and unblameable con- 
verſation : but the difficulty ſtill yes in the con- 

B _—— 
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which as, 


2 


Chryſain loc. S. ( bryſoſtome obſerves, 1 the thing which Chriſt 


Greg. IN a- 
Z4AN, OrAts 
19. 


eſpecially aims ar, ſo as to' make one vertue arjfe* 
from both of them; as Gree. Naziunzen faid.of 
his Father, that be neither ſuffered the Wiſdom of the'* 
Serpent to degenerate into cunning, nor the inngcency of the, 
Dove into indiſcretion, but made up one compleat kind of 
ertue from the mixture of bath together ; and that 1. 
ſuppole Iyesin theſe things, (1.) Integrity of Mind,” 
(2.) . Ingenuity, or. fairneſs of behaviour , (3.) Meek- 
neſs and Patience : and in the due practice of theſe 

conliſts that prudent Simplicity which reſults from 
theſe two, being wife as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. 

Which I ſhall make appear by ſhewing, that men 
cannot be harmleſs as Doves without them; and 

that they are ſo far from being inconſiſtent with 

being wiſe as Serpents, that a great part of wiſdm, 
lyes inthem. | S 


I. Tategrity of Mind ; which is oppoſed to falle- 
neſs and hypocriſie'; and therefore S. Parl joyns 


ſumplicity and Godly ſincerity together. We read of 


ſome in Scripture who are ſaid to have a double heart, 
as well as a double tongue : they are #4»;e,, ſaith S; 
James, men with two Souls, one for God and ano- 
ther for the world; or rather none ar all|for God, 
( fince he muſt have all or none) but one to ap- 
pearance and another in reality, - having quite 
other thoughts, intentions and deſigns than they 

> OS | make 
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amake the world. believe, Sbine tell us that the {640% 
Serpent hath no forked tongue, but through the 7 
quickneſs of its motion, and ſuddenneſs of irs «» 
vibration it appears to beſo; 'rmen have but one 

heatr and mind, but they may uſe ſuch artificial 
motions and ſudden tutnings, as to appear to have 

more. But this is comrary to that integrity atid 
ſimplicicy which Chriſt requires, and the Scripture 

every where fo much extols, as to place mens 
perfettion and wiſdom int, Noah was {aid to be a G2 &: 9. 
juſt man and perfett in his Generations, becarſe he main- 

cained hisintegrity 1n a yery corrupt and degene- 

rate Age. Job is faid to be. 4 man perfett and Job 1. 1. 
upright; one that feareth God and eſchrweth evil : and in 
another place of Job, the perfett and the wicked are 9-22 
oppoled : be deſtreyeth the perfe&4 and the wicked , i. e. 

the good and the bad. Mark the perfeft man and be: Pial. 37-37. 
bold the upright, 1aich the P/almiſt The righteouſneſs Prov- 1145: 
of the perfett ſhall direft bis way, ſaith Solomon ; but 

the wicked ſhall fall by his own wickedneſs, and in the 

next words ; The righteouſneſs of the upright ſhall des 5: 
liver them, but tranſgreſſers fhall be taken in their own 
naughtinefs. And if Solomms word may be'taken; 

a mans integrity is is gremeſt wiſdom ; for-righ: 236 
teouſneſs, ſaith he, Keepeth him that i vpright in the way ; 

but wickedneſs overthroweth the [trer. © Fle that walKeth 1c. 9. 
uprightly, walketh ſurely , but he that perverteth-his wayes 

ſhall be known. And therefore he concludes that # 
a mnrof underſtanding will walk uprightly.* 5 oo ol 15.21, 


: | An 


A Sermon Preached 


All this ſeems a ſtrange Paradox, and to come 


from ſuch as are not verſedin buſineſs, nor ac- 


quainted with affairs of the world, or from thole 
who are reſolved to maintain their hypotheſis, 
chough againſt the.common ſenſe of mankind; as 
the Stoicks of old who made their Wiſe man beau- 
tiful though never ſo deformed, rich though rea- 
dy to ſtarve for poverty, and a Prince though ſold 
foraſlave; juſt thus doth ir ſeemro ſome men to 
talk of the conſiſtency of Wiſdom and Simplicity 
rogerher, or to ſuppoſe thoſe rake the moſt pru- 
dent care of their own intereſt, who are tied uv 

ro the ſtrict rules of downright honeſty, and are 


| reſolved with Job to hold faſt their integrity. 


Bur that there isncthing abſurd or unreaſonable 
in this ſuppoſition, nothing but what is true, and 
may be juſtified by the common ſenſe and experi- 
ence of mankind will appear by thele confide- 

rations. | | 
t. Thar is the trueſt Wikdom of a manwhich 
doth moſt conduce to the happinels of life. For 
Wiſdom as it refers to action lies in the prepolal 
ofarighrend, and the choice of the moſt proper 
means to attain ir. Which end doth not refer to 
any one part of a mans life, but to the whole as 
tzken together. He therefore only deſerves the 
name of a Wiſe Man, not that conſiders how to 
be. rich and great when he is'poor and mecan., 
nor how to be. well when he is {ick, nor how ta 
elcape 
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eſcape a preſent danger, nor how to compaſls a 
particular deſign ; bur he that conſidersthe whole 
courſe of his lite rogether,and what is fit for him co 
make the end of it, and by what means he may beſt 
enjoy the happineſs of ir. Iconfefs it is one grearparrt 
ofa wiſe man never to propoſe too much happineſs 
tohimſelfhere; for whoever doth ſo, is ſurero find 
himſelfdeceiv'd,and conſequently isfo much more 
miſerable as he fails in his greateſt expectations. 
Bur ſince God did not make men on. purpoſe to be 
miſerable, ſince there is a great ditference as to. 
. mens conditions, ſince that difference depends 
very much on their own choice, there is a great 
deal of reaſon to place true wiſdom: in the choice 
oftholethings which tend:moſttorhe comfort and 
happinels of life. 

2. That which gives a man the greateſt ſatis- 
faction in what he doth, and either prevents or 
leſſens or makes him more eaſily bear the troubles 
of lite, doth:the meſt conduce to the happineſs of 
tt. It was a bold-{aying of Epicurus, That: it is more 
d-ſirvble to be miſerable by atting according to reas 
ſon, than to be happy in going againſt u# ; and: I-can- 


not tell how- it can well agree with hisnotion of 


felicity: bur it isa certain-truth,that inthe confide- 
ration ot happineſs, the ſatisfaCtion of a-mans own: 
mind doth weigh down all the external accidents 
of life. For, ſuppole a man to have riches and ho- 


nours-as-great as Aboſhuerus beſtowed-on his high- 


> 
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eſt favourite Haman;yet by his {ad inſtance we figd 
thata (mall diſcontent when the mind ſuffers it to 
encreale and to {ſpread its venom, doth ſo weaken 
the power of rea{on, diiprder the paſſions, make.a 
mans-lite ſo uneafieto him, as ta precipitate him 
fromthe height of his fortune into che depth of ry- 
ine.Bur on the other {ide if we ſuppole a man to be 
always pleaſed with his condition,to enjoy an.even 
and quiet mind in every ſtate, being neither lifted 
_ up with proſperity, nor caſt down with adverſity, 
he is really happy in compariton with the other. 
It isa meer ſpeculation to diſcourſe of any com- 
pleat happineſs in this world, butthat which doth 
either Jcflen the number, or abate the weight, or 
take off the malignity of the troubles of life, doth 
contribute very much to that degree of happineſs 
which may de expected here. + 
- 3. Fhe integrity and ſimplicity of a mans 
mind doth all this. (1.) Ir gives the greateſt ſa- * 
tisfaCtion to a mans own mind. For although it 
be impoiſible for a man not to be liable to errer 
and miftake, yet it he doth miſtake with an 
innocent mind, he hath the comfort of his 
_HIROCERCY when he thinks himlelt bound LO 
.corre&t his .crror. Bur if a man prevaricaces 
with himafet and acts againſt the ſenſe of his own 
.mind, though his conjcience did nor judge aright 
at that time, .yet the goodnels of the; bare act 
with reſpect tothe rule, will nor preventhe.fting 
L 3 that 
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that follows the want of inward integrity in doing 


ir. The backſld:y m heart, faith Soom, ſhall be fate Pro. 14416 
le4 with his own ways, but a good man [hall be [atished 


from him/elf. The doing juft and worthy and'ge- 
nerous' things without any ſiniſter ends' and de- 
figns, leaves a molt agreeable pleaſure to the 
mind, like that of a conſtant health which is ber- 
ter felr than exprefſed. When a man-applies his 
mind to the knowledge of his duty, 'and when he 
doth underſtand ir; '( as itis not hard for an honeſt 


mind todo, for as the Oracte anſwered the Servant Clem. Alex. 
Str. 4+ 


who deſired to know how he might pleale his Ma- 
ſter, If youwill ſeek it, you will be [ure to find it,) ſets 


himſelf with a farm reſolution to purine ir, though 


| | S 
the rain falls, andthe floods ariſe, and the winds blow on 


every fide of bim, yet he enjoys peace and quier 


within, notwithſtanding all the noiſe and bluſter- 


 andis lure to hold out after all, be- 
cauſe he is tounded upon'a rock. Bur rake'one 
that endeavours to blind, or corrupt or-maſter his 
conſcience, to make it ſerve ſome meean'end o1 de- 
ſign ; what uneahie refleftions hath he upon him- 
ſelf, what perplexing thoughts, what rorment- 
ing fears, what {uſpicions and jealcufies do di- 
ſturb his imagination and rack his mind 2 whar 
art and pains doth {uch a one take tobe believed 
honeſt and fincere? and fo much the more, be- 
taulſe he doth not believe himlelf: He fears ſtill 
he hath nor given ſatisfaction enough, and by 
JON! over- 


ing abroad : 
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"may do the iame by him, 


overdcing it,isthe more ſuſpected.It is a very unla- 
tisfatory imployment that man hath who under- 
rakesto perſwade others of the truth of that which 
himlelf at the ſame time knows to be falſe; for he is 
not convinced by his own arguments, and there- 
fore deſpiles thoſe thatare, and is afraid of thoſe 


that ſeemtobe; either hethinks them fools for be- 


lieving him, or that they only flatter and leem to 


believe when they donor; and then he thinks his 


arts are underſtood and his credit loſt, and fears 
while he goes about to impole upon others, they 

& that unleſs he 
could lee into the hearts of men, ( which would 


be no very comfortable fightto him ) allhis craft 
and ſubrtilty mult leave him under perplexity and 
continual fear. But ſuppoſe that through over- 


ofhicioulnels he happens to take {ome falle ſtep, 
and {o fall into the disfavour of thoſe whom above 


all he delired to pleaſe; how miſerable isthat mans. 


condition when he finds himlelf forſaken of God, 
delpiled by men, and without any peace or con- 
tcarment within ? (2.)Becauſe integrity doth more 
become a man, and doth really promote his in- 
rerelt in the World. Itisthelaying of Dio Chryſo- 
ftom an Heathen Ocator, that Simplicity and Truth is 
a great and wiſe thing ; but Cunning and Deceit is f oxliſh 
and mean , For, faith he, obſerve the beaſts, the more 
courage and jpirit they bave, the leſs art and ſubtilty they 
we ; but the more timobons ard ignoble they are, the more 


falſe 


Wd 
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falſe and d.ceitful., True Wiſdom and Greatneſs 
of mind raiſes a man above the need of uing little 
tricks and devices. Sincerity and honeſty carries 
one through many difficulties which all the arts 


he can invent would never help him through. 


For nothing doth a man more real miſchief in the 
world than to be ſuſpected for roo much craft; 
becauſe every one ſtands upon his guard againſt 
him, and ſuſpects plors and defhigns where there 
are ncne intended ; inſomuch that though he 
ſpeaks with all che ſincerity that is poſſible, yet 
nothing he ſaith can be. believed. And is this 
any part of true Wiſdom to loſe reputation, up- 
on which mens power and intereſt ſo much de- 
pends ? From hence the moſt artificial men have 
tound it necetlary to put on a guile of ſimplicity 
and plainnels, and make greateſt proteſtations of 
their honeſty when they moſt lie in wait to de- 
ceive. Ifchen the reputation of integrity be ſo 
neceſſary, the main point to be conſidered as to 
wildom is this, whether {auch reputation can be 
ſooner gained and longer held by mecr precend- 
ing to ſimplicity, or by the praCtice of it ? He thar 
only pretends to it, mult a&t otherwiſe than he 
deltgns, and yer 15. concerned to make others be- 
lieve he doth not: bur in this he puts a force and 
conſtraint upon himlelf which is uneafje co any 
man, and .he lets the vizard fall off ſometimes 
when it 45 more oblerved than: he thinks, and 
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then his countenance is taken zt the greateſt dif- 
advantage, and this is given out forthe only rue 
Copy. And while he keeps it: on; it. is' a. hard 
mzxcer to deceive all eyes ;#or itnhay be ſome by- 
ſanders have practiſedthe ſame arts themſelves, 
and they know the make and the faſhion, and all 
the ſeveral ftrings which help to 'keep ir from 
falling off ; and when the {uſpicion grows {trong, 
the laying aſide che diſguiſe will-not be able to 
give {atisfation. But be that walketh uprighit: and 
worketh righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the truth in hu: |. it, 
as the P/almiſt deſcribeth the practice of iniegciry, 
may poſſibly meer with ſuch as will be ready to 


condemn: him for hypocrihſie at farſt ; but when 


' Prov. 4.18. 


nion which others entertain concerning him - 


they find he keeps toa certain rule, and purſues ho- 
neſt deſigns, without any great regard to the opi- 
then all that know him cannot bur eſteem and 
value him , his friends love him, and his enemies 
Rand in awe of htm. The path of the juſt, faith 


the Wile man, # as the ſhming light which ſhineth 


more and more unto the, perfetb.day. As the day be- 


_ gins with obſcurity and 2 great mixthre-of dark: 


neſs, till by quick and ſilent motions the light over- 
comes the miſts and vapours of the night, and nor 
only ſpreads its beams upon thetops of the Moun- 
tains, but dartsthem into the deepeſt and moſt ſha- 
dy Valleys : thus hmplicity and integrity may at ' 
firſt appearing look dark and ſuſpicious, till by 
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degrees it breaks through the clouds of envy and 


detraction, and then ſhines with a-greater glory. 


Thus the Chriſtian Simplicity was delpiſed and 
reproachedasfolly and obſtinacy, and many hard 
cenſures and ſharp.perſecutions did men undergo 
for the ſake of it for along time, ( as the moſt 
durable Kingdoms have had the ſharpeſt pangs 
and been the longeſt-in the birth :) bur ar laſk 


erſecuted and deſpiſed innocency prevailed over - 
all the craft and power of the World. Ir was then , 


the great glory of Chriſtians that their enemies 


could reproach them for nothing but their Re-- 
ligion ; that they were in all other things honeſt | 


and good men, only they were Chriſtians : and 
then true Religion 1s molt like to prevail in the 
world, when mens\other vertues commend their 
Religion, andnot when zeal for their Religion is 
their only vertue.) When rinharouil and 
peace, and humility, and charity, and temperance, 
and patience, and a conſtant integrity make men 
enquire after a Religion which produces fuch 
fruits as theſe are, then it will appear that Apolltles 
and preachers of Religion-arethen wiſe as Serpents 
as to the promoting the honour of their Doctrine, 
when by the innocency and fimpliciry of their 
lives they are harmleſs as Dove-. ON 

( 3. ) Bur ſuppoſe thartrouþles and perſecuti- 
ons do ariſe, what becomes of the harnileſs Doves 
then; they are ſoon taken and eaſily deitroyed, 

4 gi - 4 + - Whea 


when thole who are only wiſe 
many wayes to eſcape danger, which the inno-. 
cent Doves dare not follow them in ; what wil 
dom then can there be in ſo much ſimplicity as 


A Deron _—_—_— 


makes ſuffering unavoidable ? 

This is the hardeſt part of the caſe, bur that 
which our Saviour doth here ſuppole, when he 
{aith, Bebold I ſend you forth as fheep in the midſt of 
Wolves ; be ye therefore wiſe 4s Serpents, &c, So that, 
if we cannot make our this to hold in reſpect of 
ſufferings; we. mult yield this counſel or advice of 
Chriſt ro his Diſciples to' be defeQive as to the 
main occaſion of it. Tothis therefore I anſwer 
in theſe particulars; | 

1. Our Saviour doth allow the wiſdom of pres 
vention as to all unnecellary dangers; for other- 
wile he would never have bid his Diſciples be wiſe 
as Serpents, but only be as quiet as Sheep and as barm- 
leſs as Doves. God forbid that Chriſtian ſimplici- 
ty ſhould be taken in fo 11] a ſenſe as to hinder us 
from a juſt and neceſſary care of our own (afety : 
and nor only for the prglervation of our ſelves bur 
of our Religion too. When we have liberty and 
opportunity to do it, it is being ſtupid as Sheep, 
and carelets as the Ravens of their young ones, 
and not being only harmleſSas Doves, to neglect the 
doing it. In ſuch acale its a violation of the 
duty.we owe to God and to Poſterity, if we do nor 
ule all lawful endeavours. for. the pretervation of 
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our ſelves and our Religion from all the atrempts 
of wicked and unreaſonable men. Bur in calc 
ſtorms do arile after all cur care, Chriſt doth nor 


ſeem to forbid his Diſciples making uſe of a pre- | 


ſent ſhelter till che form be blown over . But 


And {ome = the likeneſs ro Doves is recom- 


mended in regard thar its ſafety lyes chiefly in the. 


quickneſs of its flight. Bur our Saviour neither: 


impoſes a neceſlity of ſuffering in all caſes, nor 
allows a liberty of flying upon every apprehenſi-- 


on'of danger, but leaves chis matter to be deter- 


mined according to circumſtances, as makes molt 


for Gods honour, and his Churches good : i e. 


herein to be wiſe as Serpents and harmieſs as Doves I 
by nat expoſing. themſelves to needleſs dangers. 


when they may be-avoided with a good conlci- 


ence, nor declining any neceſſary duty for the ſake 
of any trouble which may follow upon ir. There- 
were {omen the Primitive Church who thought it: 
unlawful in any caſe to avoid perſecution, and Ter-: 
tullian pleads their caule with many. plaulible rea-- 


when they per ecute you in this City, flee to another, Mat. 10.23. 


ſons ; ſaying, that perſecution i deſigned on purpoſe for: Tertw. de 


tryal by God bumſelf ; that the allowance for flymg. was figc.1 ce. 
peculiar to the - Apoſtles caſe, not to avoid perſecution, but © 
for the more ſpeedy propagation of, the Goſþel; and ſome- 


of the Chriſtians were ſo far from flying that they. 


ran. upon perſecution and ſeemed ambitious of c/ bmn. 
Martyrdom. S. Cbry/oftom. faith, it was one of the 49-in Tire 
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reaſons Julian gave why he would nt openly perſecute 
Chriſtianity ; becauſe he knew the Chriſtians gloried in be- 
ing Martyrs, and he would not humour them ſo 
much as to ſþread his Nets to catch ſuch filly Doves, 
that never minded the danger they fell into. 
Bur the Chriſtian Church never approved raih and 
indilcreetiuffering, as much as it encouraged all 
Chriſtians to patience and courage and perſeve- 
rance ; for they requirednot only a juſt cauſe, bura 
neceſſary occaſion of ſuffering, and blamed thoſe who 
haſtned their own deſtruction ; for they obſerve 
that Chriſt himſelf made uſe of prudent caution 
when he knew the Jews had deſigned to piit him 
to death; for it 1s f{aid, from thence forward he 
walked no more publickly among the Fews. When the 
ſtorm ſeemed to rhrearen the Ieaders of the 
Church in fuch a manner that by their with- 
drawing the People might probably enjoy more 
quier, and not want help enough to perform the 
neccflary Offices, even the Biſhcps were allowed 
to retire ; and upon this ground S. Cyprim and 
Athanaſius juſtified thernſelves : but when the caſe . 
is common, when the neceflities of the Church 
require the preſence of their Paſtours, then the good 


—_ 


| Shepherd muſt lay down his life for the Sheep, as S. 


Auguſt hath relolved this caſe in his Fpiftle to Ho- 
noratus. So that this whole matrer belongs ro 
(briſtian prudence, which is therr molt needful and 
fit ro be uſed, when the _relolution of the caſe de- 
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pends upon particular circumſtances. ; fo as not 
ro ſhun any neceflary duty for fear of danger, 
nor tO run upon any unnecellary treuble ro ſhew 
our courage. 
2. Since no wiſdom is great enough to pre- 
vent all croubles of lite, that is the greateſt which 
makes them moſt eaſie ro be endured. If the 
Wiſdom of. the Serpent could extend ſo far as to avoid 
all the calamities that mankind is ſubject ro, it 
would have a mighty advantage over the ſimpli- 
city of the Dove ; bur ſince the moſt ſubtle contri- 
vers. cannot elcape the common accidents of 
life, bur do frequently meet with more vexati- 
ons and crofles than innocent and undeſigning 
men do, we are thento conſlider, {incethe burden 
mult be born, what will make it (it moſt eaſily up- 
on our ſhoulders: And that which abaresof the 
weight, or adds to our f{trength,. or ſupports us 
with the beft hopes, is. the trueſt wiſdom. Aud 
who is he thatwill harm you, ſaith S. Peter, if ye be fol: 
lowers of that which is good? 4. .e. innocency is rhe 


1 Pet.3.13. 


beſt ſecurity againſttrouble which one can have 


inthis World, but fince the World is fo bad as 
that the- beſt may ſuffer in ic, and for being ſuch, 

et that ought not to trouble or affright them; 
But and if ye ſuffer fe or righteouſneſs ſake, bappy are ye ; 
and be not afraid of their terrour, netther be troubled. 
But ſhould irnot trouble a man to ſuffer innocent- 


ly? yes, with a reſpect to others, but as to him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf he may more juſtly be croubled if he ſuf- 
fered juſtly. For nothing makes ſufferings ſo 


heavy ro be born as a guilty Conſcience: that is a 
burden more inſupportable ro an awakened mind 


than any outward affliction whatſoever. Jud 
chought himſelf ro be wiſe 4s a Serpent, not only 
in elcaping the danger which he ſaw Chriſt and 
his Diſciples falling into by the combination of 
the | rieſts and Scribes and Pharilees againlt chem; 
but in ingrariating himlelf with them and ma- 
king a good bargain for his own advantage : 
bur the want of a Dove-like mnocencty marred his 


' whole defign; and filled his conſcience with 


ſuch horrour as to make him own his guilr, 
and put an end to his miſerable life. Where- 
as the other Apoſtles whoſe chief care was to 
prelerve their innocency as to any wilful {ins, 
though they had roo much of the fearfulneſs as 
well as the ſimplicity of Doves, till the deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon them ; yer they held our 
in the midit of fears and dangers, and came 


{}- ar laſt to rejayce in their ſufferings. And S. Paul cells 
. us what the caule of it was, For our repoycing 45 this, the 


teſtimony of ovr conſcience, that m ſumplicity, and godly 
ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdan, but by the grace ef 
God, we bay? had our converſation in the world. Sce 


here, not only what peace and ferenicy, but what 


rejoycing follows an innocent mind, and the 
Teſtimony of a good conſcience'! when all the 
| arts 
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Arts of fleſhly Wiſdom will be found vain anduſe- 
lels,- affording no ſatisfa&tion to a mans mind, 
when he looks back upon all of them, then fince- 
rity and integrity of heart will give a man 
the moſt comfortable refle&ions, and fall him 
with the moft joyful expeQations. This ena- 
bles a man to look back without horrour,to look 
about him wirhour ſhame, to look-within. with- 
out. confuſion, and to look forward without 
deſpondency. So that as the ſtreight line is the 
ſhorteſt of any; ſo upon plots confiderati- 
on+it will: -be: found that the upright. and ſin- 
cere''man takes che neateſt way to his own hap- 


. 
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II. Prudent Simplicity implies the praQtice of, 
Ingenuity 3 ' which 1s ſuch a natural treedam in, 
our words and a&tions,- that men may thereby. 
- underſtand the ſincerity of -our mind and inten; 
tion. Not that men are bound to declare all 
they know to every impertinent enquirer, , which. . 
is ftmplicity without prudence ; but in all caſes where- | 
in men ought to declare their minds, ro do'ic. 
without fraud and diſsinmlation ; and in, no cale ro 
deſign to overreach and deceive others. , This, 
is that ſimplicity of Converſation which oyr Saviaue-- 
requires when he ſaith, let your* communication heiy.+ __ 
, yea, yea, nay, nay, 1.e. you ought to converſe, , | 
with ſo much fincerity, that your bate affirma- 
D _  tior 
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tion or denial may be ſufficient, - this being the 
proper ule of ſpeech that men may-underitand 
each others minds by” their wards : for whatſn- 
ever is more than theſe cometh of evil; 1. & the wick- 
edneſs of mankind and thar diſtruſt and ulpi- 
cion which is occaſioned by .t,; is. th& xeafon 
they are ever put to:make uſe of oaths:zo make 
their Teſtimony appear more, .credihls.” And. 
therefore'\nothing bur ſuch neceſſity can. juſtifie 
the uſe of 'them;, Oaths and. Wars .being.never, 
lawful bur when they are neceſſary,, Some; un- 
derftand'the reduplicarion of, thole,avards, : yea; 
yea,' nay, may, ,after a miore.emphatigal manner; 
Viz: ' that 'our words muſt not only agree, with: 
the truth of the thing, but with the conception and 
ſenſe of our minds, and ſo the greateſt, candour 
and ſincerity is commanded by them. : Truth. 
was deſcribed of old, ſitting upon an Adamant., 
with garments white as ſnow, 'and alight in her hand, to 
intimate thar clearneſs and ſimplicity and firm- 
neſs that doth accompany it; ſuch as was moſt. 
remarkable in the primitive ( briſtians ; who ab- 
horred any thing that looked like diffimulazjon.. 
and' hypocriſie,, eſpecially in what concerned - 
their Religion. In this they were plain and. 
open, hearty and ſincere, neither exalperating, 
their | enemies by needleſs provocations,, ,nor.. 
uſing any artificial. ways of compliance for their 
own. lecurity. When the caſting (ome few grains of 

n- 
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incenſe on the altar;: atid: pouring oft witie before? 
the Emperors ſtatue might have ſaved their lives, 
they chole rather todye than to defile their 'con='* 
ſciences” with that impure and'Idolatroys' Wors * 
ſhip. To'be diſmiſſed after ſummons to the tri- 
bunat without compliatice was a ſcandal, and rai +44 
{ed ſuſpicions of ſome'[ecret affutances given; to be. 
proclaimed ro have ſacrificed though they had 
a4 and'nor to'contradictir was great infamy,, To. 
procure 'a cettificate of ſacrificin ng though they _ 
did-nor; or to pay fees to'the Officers tg be ex- 
cuſed from : _ ir, made” them a fore EP? libel: * 
latt;\although their names were ra; entred'i in 
the Hearhen Rolls, arid they were forced ta UN-- Rizale. ad 
dergs ſevere \petance before they were reftored'©#"-- 81: 
ro whe 'commiunion ' of the' Church, * So mich 3 
ſimplicity arid ſinglerieſs'of heart was then fup- 
poſed neceſſary to the Chriſtian profeſſion. ; No - 
direfting the intention; no ſecret' reſervation ho abſoe 
(ute either before committing the Fact of im-. 
mediarely upon confeſſion of ir, werg ever heard 
of :or alibwed: in thol& days of "Chriſtian in00-" ; 
cency and ''{ſimplicity.”- If the'Heathen Officers 
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ſought after Chriſtians, they neither lied to them, Mend e.13. 


nor! berrayed their Brechren; bur Nl auld r: raths Fc 
cndare! torments themſelves, chap ex ole ot hers: 4; 
to them; for which teafon S. Aughſtin' his bly 


commends the reſolution of "Firmis an Africa on 2 rl 
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T4, who rather choſe to be tortured him 
D 2 than 
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_ than diſcover a Chriſtian commirced:to.his:care; 
who was ſought after for no other reafon, bur 
becauſe he was a Chriſtian ;. and the. Heathen 
Emperour himſelf was ſo pleaſed with ir, that 
for his lake he forgave the other perſon and ſuffer- 
edhim to enjoy his liberty. When the Chriſti- 
ans; were, fummoned [before the Heathen Tri- 
bunals' they uled no ſhifting tricks or evaſions, they 
concealed no. part in their minds- of , what: was 
neceflary to make what they ſpake to be true; 
they did not firft. peremptorily deny what-they 
knew to be true , .and then back ſuch ;a. denial 
with: horrid. oaths , and dreadful- imprecations: | 
upon themſelves, and afterall think co juftifie: | 
the doing (o by vertue of, ſome ſecret reſervation | 
in their own minds., Is this becoming the ſemplicity . -: 
and mgenuity of Chriſtians * Such may poſhbly think 
themlelves Wiſe as Serpents. in ſo doing, butIam 
ſure .they are far from being innocent as Doves. 
But are there any who. go, under the name of: 
Chriſtians, who own and defend ſuch practices? 

I think indeed {carce any, who' went under. the 
name of honeft Heathens ever did jit.. For the 
did not only require conftancy and fidelity in | 
oaths. and promiles, but ſimphcity «m4 finceri-_ | 
ty both in the making and. keeping oi «cham... | 
| They. condemned the, Ramans wa got ht: to 

ck. avoid their oath by. trick, and { -,..nem back. 

& 3+ to tle (arthagiians:; they mig} : DI4UJ LC 
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Adverſaries'to render ther odious? Bur even in 
this reſpe&t we ought to be harmleſs as | Doves, 
and therein lies a neceflary'part'of Chriſtian Ins 
genuity,in not charging on otHers more th an they 
are petts tf 0157 5540 £50033: & 
'] ſhall therefore fairly repreſear the doArine. 
held in the Church of Rime about theſe marters, and 
| leave 
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: leave ypp,to das how Hei it is. : conſiſiea with. 


Chriſtian, Simplicity, Ad ont Ry i 1 
There are ſome things wherein the Divine of, 


the Roman Church are agreed, and. ——__ things 
wherein they differ. 

The.things whereinthey are 2preed are hieſe,,. 

Os That an Officous lie 1$ but a-<venjal. [Fr. | [This 
they do not-ſtick todeclare to..be-the; common. 


opinion pkall their Divines. Fx communi-onminm ſents 


tentia,. ſaigh. Azorius,:' A lie- that, hwrts-no-body ; but-i5- ins 
tended for the good of , others is no. moxtal ſin ; and herein” 
all are ,agreed,; ſaith Regmaldus ,; becauſe lay they," - 
where: there.isno,other fault} burcheanetr; £6 Ity4it 
isnot;of irs own nature and kind any mortal lin;for ; 
alyc of it ſelf | 52 harmleſs thingy 0r,aþ leaſt; ſaigh.; 
Leſvius, thehur. is, not-.great that ut; doth;|-and jt. ig, no! 
great. matter. whether men he; deceived or-motþ if they. ds -- 
net ſuffer much by'it;; and from hence he concludes ; 


it ro be. veniam its- own-nature, Itiis tre they 
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ſay, an officiass. lie may become,a.intial fin Hy; - 


accident , when. it, ig; confirmed by. gi; 0athy when, tis 


roo, , pullick and... ſcapdalous- :and « ujed * -by' xhoſe; from- 
whay, the people expefas' Truth, as Biſhops, and 'Preach- / 
ers and, Religious, men , ſaith Sayr. - - Not »-even in + 
them, 1aith, Nevaxr,, leſs: the ſcandal, be great-,', or -- 
their, con{cimces, tell thena they, are, mortal Jivs 5 or i. 
3. other circumſtances make it ſo, If it bein matterof 7 
[1aizgtue,;, Atbough the, thing be ſmall; et I; think a 
Ry ; mortal. ſip, (. faith, Cajetan. i becauſe - men: are ' 
this 
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then bound ta fpeaktriith: Thar reaſc on 18 of nb" force at 
on gr wendy oy nf 1s 
alt. {ay-808b0 ind Navirr, for that CP Clone anmee along doth Soto de rat, 
not alter" #þt nature of the "ft, So thatiFa man'tA} 9s /e- 
never ſo many lyes, provided he intend to! hut >. vc. 
no bady by them, they do not make 'one* mortal Nev 
ſin. For that is fixed 'Rrile/amotig the Caſtiſts, 7. 74. 
that an -infinite mwnber of venial ſins ty not aorint to Prote.vpec- 
one. mortal; Ard onſequierttly” though thty Have 7173-5 
obliquiry.in then, yer rhe | domnot utamatn out omiſ. grate 
of the-Favour oþQod: - But upon” tHeſt princi- © /fr-pee- 
id x F Po Are. 7 145-4 Catizl.1.C-13 
les what ſecutity have men to invetit 'and fpread: 
abroad lyes; providedthey att intendtd for a'good-, 
end in their" own opinion”? Whit'fingetivy 1s to 
be expeRted, when'theconfeſſihg a'rtuth"may do 
chem injury; andrhe'tefling- af mry''do thent- 
good?-Foreven” Cajetan himſelf. takey char only cajcr.in 2. 
a pernicious lye, when a' man defigns to do miſchief pm 
by it. - They ery out-upon it'as agrearſcandal for © Tt 
any- of ius to ſay, they think it lawful" to 1ye for the 
Gatholick cauſe, andin truth they donor ſay fo in 
words ; for they ſtill ſay, a the i unlawful for any end: 
whatſocver ; but here lyes the ſubcilty ofic , They 
grant it ingeneral tobe a fault, but ſuch a wenial, 
{uch an inconſiderable fault, it ir be for' a good 
end; and. they have ſo many wayestd expiare the 
guilt of venial-ſins; that the differency iv very lit- 
tleas to the practice of it, from 'makintg'it no fin, . 
. TM.07 fol 5: 
at all. And ſome think they had better awn: down: 121; & pa :: 
right lying, than make. uſe of ſuch ablurd-wayes £3:c 
« - 
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of evading it by, mental: reſervations; by which 

- men may be truly ſaid co affirm that which they 

\\do deny, and to. deny that which they do affirm. 

Bro notwithſtanding this, 7 | 

2. They are agreed; that 1 ſome caſes, t'12: 

_ Which otherwiſe would be4he,: is none by tt: 

* help: of a. 'mental reſervation. . ' Lex us. not there» 

fore: do the Jeſuites fo much-injuty.go charge that 

- upon them as. their peoubiar doctrine,:; which. is 

commonto all their Divines and Caſuiſts.. And 

herein #. Parſons was in the, right, when he. aſ- 

Treatiſe ferted, that: the dofripe of -Equiyocation- and. mental res 

= ſervation hath -been.ireceived jn the, Roman Church far 

c. 7.8. 2, 3. four hundred years :. only ſome have.extended the 

ractice of it farther than others have done. . But 

in the Caſe of ( onfeſſ1on they: all agree without exception, 

© 10 $. 1. faith the ſame Author, that if a man hath confeſſed 

a thing to a Prieſt, ke may deny and ſwear. that he never 

confeſſed it, without being guilty either of alye or perjury , 

reſerving this in his mind, that be hath net confeſſed it 

Geneſ: Se" {o as towtter it to another. And I find the greateſt 
putyeda de 4 4 nach end, 

et. Dicendi enemies to the Ule of Mental reſervation in other 

reſtim. C- 3. caſes, do allow itin this; and do not'barely al- 

Ent 5. low it, but think a man boung mn conſcience to uſe it, 

28. 1-4. under grievous ſin, {aith Parſons, when ' by no «ther 

44D 8 Means of ſilence, diverſton, or evaſion the [aid ſecrefie 

ſolar. Moral. can be concealed, Ido not now meddle with the 


Þ- 449+ \ 
Caramn. de reſt; itt. mental. art. 13. p. 360. Steph. a Sandto Panlo Theol. 77:11, 


tr. F. diſp. 5» alth. 7. $.3+#. 232. 


In - 
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inviolableneſs of the. Seal of Confeſſion, which 
I do not deny a great regard ought to be hadts, 
(where an obligation greater than that of keep- 
ing a ſecret doth not take it off, as where the Life 
cf my Prince or the publick Safety are concern- 
ed) not from any Divine Inftitution, but from 
the baſeneſs of betraying a Truſt : but | wonder 
how they came to. think itto be no lye or perjury 4n 
this (aſe, and yerto be lo in any other? f is to 
no purpoſe to alledge other Reaſons peculiar t6 
this - aſe, for the ſingle queſtion is, whether what 
a man keeps in his mind, can keep him frombe- 
ing guilty of a he, or of perjury m his words? 
If it cannor, then not in the caſe of (onfefion ; if 
it may, then a mental reſervation will equally do 
it in any other(aſe. And conſequently no man 
who doth allow it in this caſe, can on that ac- 
count diſallow it:in any other. - 


This Navarr very well ſaw, and therefore from Navarr. i: 


the allowance of itinthis Cafe of Confeſſion he de. © mana 
res, gu, le 


duces the lawfulnels..of che uſt of it mn all caſes ,. 2, 4. 
wherein a man 1s not bound to ſpeak all he 
knows. The . common anſwer -in this _ iS, Quare ons 
that in confeſiion the ''rieſt. doth mot- know as man but as "5 9% fa- 
God ; and therefore when be is asked any thing as a man © 
: 4 Drefo any Thing 4s 4 man Cenfe Arius: 
| ' > | (Vere wIGeTE 
pateſt, Ille hoc non eſt mis confeſſus, ſubintelligendo ita ut tenear Prodere \,cogut- 
tur profett confiteri quod. etiam alins quilibet qui non tenetur aliqnid dicere, vere 
poterit reſpondere illud ſibi non efſe diftum, ſubintelligendo pop eſſe 3a ei dictum, ut te- 
reatur id prodere. "Cum igitur omnes confiteantar td, nemo debet — Nav. 


ib, n. 8. PS a Eq, 190; 1015 03 
= © be 
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$; enim eſt 
mendacinm 
anficiart 


quod nove- 


715,801 eff ;1 


he may deny what he knows as God. But Navarr 
at large ſhews the folly and ablurdity of this 
Anlwer., becauſe this doth nor ſalve the contra- 
diction, for to {ay he doth not know is as much as 
ro lay he doth not any way know it, which 
is falle if he doth know it in any capacity : and 
itis falſe that he doth not know it as man, becauſe 
he knows it as a Prieft,and as luch he is nor God but 
man. Andthe verySeal of Confeſsion diſcovers tharit is 
made known to him as a Man,and with the conſent 
ofthe penitentz Prieſt may reveal what he heard in 
confeſſion + and in other caſes he may make uſe 
of that knowledge as a man, withour particular 
diſcaverie. I do not therefore wonder to fee the 
ſtout and plain-hearted Defenders of the lawful- 
nels of this praQtice in other caſes, to exprels fo 
much aſtoniſhment at the nicety and fcrupuloſity 
of thole, who diſpute againſt it as ſo dangerous 
and pernicious a thing. upon ' other occaſions, 
when they think ic ſo pious and innocent in this. 
For, ſay they, If it b: ailie todeny what.a man knows, 
it is not in the power of the Church or of. God. himſelf for 
any end whatſoever to make it lawful for a Pri:ſt-to- deny 
what he knows. And. if it be. not a. liein that (aſe, 


Fecleſie,ing NEIther is It in any other. 


meque an ip- - 


ſens Dei poteſtate, quocunque tandem ex fine eſficere, ut-Sacerdes lict&:inficietir-que no- 
wt, Emener. Splendor verit. Moral. c: Barneſ. C. 16.1..3, 


But alchough none in the Roman: Church are able. 
to anſwer. that. argument, yet Lmuſt do ſome of 
1R Y them. 


43% | 
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them that Juſtice, as to clear them from the 
owning the allowance of this practice in 0- 
ther common caſes upon the {ſame ground. Yet 
I fear upon ftriftenquiry we ſhall find thar thole 
do equivocate more who leem to deny it, than 


thoſe who openly aſſert it. 


For, although two 


2 Gene. Se- 


perlons of the Roman Church ſeem wholly to reject putvcda de 
Ir, except in the caſe of (onfeſsion ; yet the a one of 7: aicends 


them is charged with Tfingularity and ſuſpicion of 
Hereſie,and the b other with little Tels than Hereſie 


F' and . 
T eſtimon. p 


b Barns Cc. 


and Apoſtatie; and their proceedings with him ,x,,;u,ca. 
ſhew what eſteem they had of him. c Butmoſt of 


their other Divines and Ca- 


ſuiſts do approve it in caſe of | 
Teſtimony and accuſation. So- 


to doth allow a Witneis be- 
ing examined about a ſecret 
crime to (ay, he dothnot know 
any thing of it, although he 
were privy to it: and for 
this he quotes ſome Divines 
of great Authority before 


f Emoner.c.13.p. 2.41. 

* V. Theophil. Ray ſrve Emonerium adit. 
ad Diſper. n. 49 59 6. 

c After Fa. Baras had written his Book, 
againſt Equivec:tion, and otherways 
provoked the Jeſuites, by order of the 
Pope and by means of Alberrrrs, he was 
ſeized on, and carried to Rome, and 
there dicd mad in the Inquiiition. 

VL. Leodegar. Quintin. Fodnm adverſ. 
Th. Hurtado P.7 t. Where the Teſuite 
relates the ttory, 


him; as he might have done many others: but 
he. will not allow him to lay Fe did not [ec the fat Sto derat, 


reg. ſecret. 


committed, nor that he heard nothing of it, becauſe, [a1 ,22,b. 3.98. 
he, words of knowledge ſeem to be reſtrained by jr dicial 3. condl. 4. 


proceedings to that which a man ts bound to declare. 


Adrian. 6. 
Gut quod. 11, 


this jubulty the latter Caſuilts will by no means 44 2.prixcip. 


admit of,and allow denying the fa&t in any words; 


E, £ 


C:C. Sylreſf. 
V. ur 418. 


an 
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and ſay of him, that he was afraid where no fear 
* 
Cofm. Piiliarchus de Office. Sacerd. ws They therefore lay, 
te 1.p. 2. L 3. C14 It is enough that a witnels 
Near. ubi ſupra 2. 9, an{wers to what onght to have 
Sayre. Clav. Reg. l. 12.C. 17. 1. 24. | : : 
| been the intention of the Fudge, 
whatever bis aFtual intention was ; and therefore it a 
Scarez de man luppoles the ;Judge not to proceed legally 
jar. l.» againſt him, he may not only deny the fact he 
» IO... 3. 5» . 
== knows, but ſwear to that. demial , provided he 
keepsthis in his mind that he denied any ſuch f act which 
we belonged to the Judges conuſance ,; or that he did not doit 
AACOTA 4o LY 2 | - , : OL. - 
41.6.2 Pubickly, * andin this cale, ſay they, there is neither 
lie, nor perjury. | | 


Teſtis vere 
eicit Neſcio | 
gum vere ſciaty quia teſtis non tenetur reſpondere Tndics ſecnnaum ſuam inmquitatem, 
fed ſceunaum id quod poteſt ut Tudex, et ſecundum mentem quam acbet habere, ctiamſi 
#ilam nan baveat. Mich. Salon. 2. 2+ q. 69. art 2. Controv. 11. 


+ Others ſay, no more 1s neceſſary to avoid a lie, 
or perjury in ſuch caſes, butonly to underſtand the 


_,_... word of denial with this reſtriftion ſo as to be bound 
Onan 4a hi = | [5 P 
1. totell you. And this 15 the common caſe which Par- 
gatſecrinen ſons and others ſpeak of. If a man be examined 
2! ah Sr upon oath whether he be a Prieſt or not, they lay 
animohabere , : p ; 2 
debet, ur e- he may with a ſafe conſcience deny it with thar 
ger fe 1161 Poor re{ervation in his mind ; and that is a 


commi(ſiſſet : ; 

rale crimen KDOWN Tule in this caſe among them that what a 
de quoJuicx | "2 
mterrozare debear. Et idem eſt dicere, non fect hoc crimen, ac ſi diceret no publice 
feet, quod 4'crium eſt, Etcumhec reſponſio ſu vera, nullum erit pcccalm, cinmf; in- 
* rercedat juramentum. Lund. Carbo tr. de reſtit. q. 19. concl. 8. 


man 


Wd 
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man may truly [ ay he may truly [1 wear So that a\rieſt may — on 


not only ſay,but ſwear he is none, and yet by this a ans. 
mirable art neither tcll a lie, nor forlwear himſelf, fondere de- 


cat anjite 
ranti juxta mentem cjus, fallit tamen ca doltrina, quando alia niente quam acocr ad- 
giraiur , tune erm ſufficit ut reſpondeat verum ſecundum mentem & intentionein jiram, 
licet falſum ſit ſecundum mentem imerrogantis, & atjurantis. Greg. Sayr. Clav. Reg 
12.0: 1% tb 23H 6 : 
Parſons Treatil. of Mitigat. C. V. ite 20s Fl» JT» Ce 9s He 2, 


Some of later times being made len{ble of the 
pernicious conſequences of the impuration of ſuch 
doctrines and practices to their Church have en- 
deavoured to qualifie and reftrain the Abuſe of 
them. Buc upon due examination we ſhall find 
this to be only a greater art to avoid the odinm of 
theſe things and a defign to deceive us with the 


greater fineneſs, For they allow the ſame words 


to be ſaid cither in oaths or Teſtimonies, i. e. a plain 
denial of what they know to be true, but only 
differ from the other as tothe way of excuſing ſuch 
a denial from being a lie : which ſay they, de: 
pends on the circumſtances of denying, and not tipo 
the reſervation of the mind, So Malderus himlelf ,,1:. 
grants, that a guilty perſon being examined upon atſur/iv.c 
a capital Offence, may deny the fact with thisreler- 1 c: 
k 10 $.1.p.64. 
vation, ſo as to be bound to tell it ; but then he faith, 
the circumſtances give that ſenſe ard not the refervati: 


on in his mind. Burt faith Emonerins ( or rather 
. Emoner, 


; 


a famous Jeſuite under that name ) theſe Crs ſycyd... 
cumſtances only limit the wards to ſuch a ſenſe which they Ct 


can- 
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cannot otherwiſe bear, becauſe in ſuch circumſtances a man 
is not bound to declare what he knows , therefore, ſaith 
he, whereever there is a reaſonable cauſe of concealing 
what a man knows, ſuch mental reſervations are to be under- 
ſtood, and ſo there is the {ame liberty allowed in 
practice. 

Among the late Caſuiſts none hath ſeemed to 
have written with more pomp and vanity againſt 
mentai Reſtrictions than (aramuel ; yet he nor only 

Caramel allows a Confeſſour to deny upon oath what he 
a heard in Confeſſion ; but in caſe of ſecret Murder 
ftrit. men- that a man may with a good conſcience deny 
4 #7 13-the Fact, though the Judge be competent and pro- 
#2". ceed according to due form of Law. What 
way can this be excuſed from a lye, ſince he ſaith, 

a mental reſervation will not do it ? He hath a 

ferch beyond this. A Judge is only to proceed 

ron evidence ; if there be no ſufficient evidence 

againſt kim, be may perſiſt in denying it , becauſe 

it cannot be fully proved, and therefore his de: 

wal, faith he, & of ſuch a fat which be can pro: 

ceed npom, and what cannot be proved 4s none in 

| Law. Theſe are the thitrs of thoſe who ſeem 
pleno prob.trt | . PE . "Fe 
0; pct, molt ro oppole the Jeſuitical art of Equivocation, 
infetun c and inveigh bitterly againſt it, as a thing wholly 
= 1 ho repugnantto the Truth of our words and the ſin- 


Virtialitor 


eſt,baceſ® cerity of our minds, and that Candour and Sim- 
prudenturm 


judicio Cf aft imtione 3t.? fe b.:ler, ach ſattim non cif t. Ar que faita non ſunt 
nezari poſſunt ; er.70 ets.vn que fore. s font facts, CASRN, Pe 392% Be 
plicity 


LE F M10 
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plicity which ought to | be in Chriſtians. 

But in my apprehenhoathey had altogether as 
good take up with the dull way of lying, or with 
the common artifice of equivocation and mental 
releryation, as make ule of {uch refinings as thele. 

But however, wegain this conjiderable advan - | 
tage by them, that they do aſſure us, that mental | 
relervations are (o far from exculing the words #44 2-2: 
{poken from being a lye, that they contain a pre: es 
meditated lye ; and ſo the fin is the more aggravated 
by them ; that all ſuch propoſitions are in them- — 
lelves falle, and deſigned only to deceive others, Por 
and fo all the effect and conſequence of lying oe corvin- 
follow them ; that there is nothing ſo falſe bur #77 

. þi <—C1PLE AN 
may be made true, nothing ſo true bur may be. 617 
made falſe by this means. Caranuel gives a re- mentirs, ſed. 
markable inſtance of this kind in ſome of the Ar- — 
ticles of the Crd, for by this way of mental reſer- fuiſe menda- 
vation a man might truly lay, (hriſt was n:t. born, un- af 
derſtanding ir lecret]ly, at ( onſtantinople. Fale did © * } Ihre 
ſuffer, vizuat Paris. He was notburied, v1z, in Perſ1a, He rhs —_ 
did not riſe again,viz.inJapaneNor aſcended into Heaven, ,,;.. _ ; 
wiz, from America: lo that by this bleſſed Art, the c 16. $: 2: 
molt abominable Hereſies may be true doctrine; T0” _ 
and the molt curled lyes prove precious Truths.. licer falſsfi 
fieri poſt reſtrittione ſola mentali. 1d. p: 28, GCaramul, tb. art. 2 bdnct. ay 


Beſides, they confeſs that. it- takes away. all confi 
dence in mens words, and deſtroys alk ſancerity-of —_— 
ation, 


je I Rap ym” ron ne _ 
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c 13-1.5,7. his lymg Oracles; who lurely had wit enough to 


ſation, and the very inclination to ſpeak Truth : For as 


Malderus well obſerves, there is no reaſon men fhould 
not have the [ame liberty in private converſation which is 
allowed them before an incompetent Judge : and fome 
ray, that if the common uſe of it be 


allowed, there can be no ſecurity as to mens words, there 


' being nothing ſo falſe but it may be made truz in this 
way. And no man can be charged with a lye ill 
they know his hear: ; nor the Devil himſelf in all 


make {ome Greet reſervation : and a very lice 


3 


Suarcz.de Will ſerve for that according to Swarez,, who ſaith, 


Ket. To. 2 


Lef.. de ji: 


(bi OF ere 
& % C- 2.2. 
Eub. 02. 


= 


* (if '6 enough 1 in the general, that a man intend to affirm or 


” deny in ſome true ſenſe ; although he know not 
What. 

Since from their own Authors, we thus far un- 
derftand the miſchievous conſequence of theſe 
practices, it will not be amiſs to {et down briefly 
the caſes, wherein they are commonly al]- 
| cone" v9 EE ERT 

In general, Whereever there is a-quſt and reaſonable 

Cauſe for concealing of Truth. For that is the moſt 
- genera] rule they ove in this caſe; where a man 
is not bound r0 {peak his whole ming, he may 
-. utter one half;, and reſerve the other half of one 
entire propoſition. Now a juſt and reaſonable Cauſe 
with them 1s c—_ of danger, or obtaining any ad- 
vatage to themſelves either as to body, honour, © or eſtate. 
In al] {uch cales, they allow that a man may ſpeak 
what 
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what is_ ſimply falſe and ſwear. t0.it \tao,, provided: that he Poteſt als 
hold fomething in\his mind which makes it true; © But Wo Gnpliciney 
a2 man __ to: do it without juſt cauſe, what falſm ad- 


then? -dot helye'? doth he forfwear himſelf ? by aengs. adj 


EY J quia merite 
no means. :, But. 'be 14s guilty.of Indiſcretion. : and: 15 - Jus jetra: 
that all ? thenthey cell him.for his corafort; that 1 2. 
| ST a Verum, qua- 
an oath that wants only diſcretion ts ns mortal ſm. (0 pics Laid 
TA ME 14.4 qui nFis YN; anne 
cauſa. Tuſta cauſa ſe poteft neceſſitas, vel utilitas ad ſalutem corporis, hontris, 
renin famtliarium, vel etiam 9u4i-40 injuſta interrogatio proponitur. 'Dian. part. 3. 
tr. 6. reſo], 30. , a 368 F | j 
Sed juramentum cum deficit ſola diſcretio, non. eſt peccatum mortale. Sanch., in 
ſum, tom. 1. |. 3. C. 6.0.22. among: 757727 £7 a RE 


2. If a man be barred the uſe of Equivocation; or - 
mental reſervation, that doth not hinder the uſing ir, © 
even in renouncing equivocation. Eyen Soto himſelf. ; SOD, 
ſaith, that if a Magiſtrate requires from a perſon to ſpeak Soto de rati- 

ſumply all be knows of ſuch a matter ; 4. e. withour any [end 
reſervation,; 6, HA May fill anſwer be, knows wothing 3: qu. 3. 
of jt.; 12. with chisxclenvarion, totellhin,.,, But whay + 
if in panticyar, laich he, be asks,about. a Jeares Murder 5, +1. 
wherber, Perer killed Johan, whichbe along ſaw; doth jt.nok + +1. 
ſeem to, be whe for bin to ſay, be knows yathing of 2. © © 0 
No, ſairth.he ; for ſtill the mequing is, ſo as be is bound 
ts id i, Parſon, peaks home.to this point; Oe I. Barns c 
poſe, 1; aith, he, a'Judge .asks a man whether be doth equite, Equive- 
FRocate or not i He may anſwer, Not, but with another 22574 _ 
equvication, . But if 'be ſtill [uſþeits be equivecates, what $. 22.9. 7. 
then us to be. done? he may deny. it with another equiyo« 
cation ; and ſo,toties quoties, as often as be asks, the 

\\ Other 


+\q? 
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other may deny and ſtill-with a farther equivocation. Sups 
poſe 4 Prieft, ſaith Jacob. a Grafftis, be asked a thing he 
beard in confeſſion, may he deny that he knew it 2 Yes, 
Fae. de ſaith he, and /weay it too ; becauſe he knew it nat aSman. 
= 94s 4*: But j rppofe. be be asked whether 'he knew it not as man, 
JJ. AltrER 


t1.c. 23. butasGod* He may deny it ſtill, with another equivocatis 


7.3 | . 0n, 1. e. not as God himſelf, but as his Miniſter. What 
QOxando quis . gy bg. . 
imaqut inter- if a_Judge, {aich Bonacina, be {o unreaſonable to bar all 


rogat excls- equryocation ? yet the reſpondent may equivicate ſtill, And 


Aendo om- : , : 
nem &quive. DE CITES ſeveral others of theirs who defended this 


cationm, Pradtice ; and therefore Barns ſaith, it is ſo ſlippery 


poſſe inter- , thing, that the faſter you think to held it, the ſooner it 


rogatum wls 

aquivocati- gets from you. 
oe apponen- Ke a | BO Et. 
do alrquam particulam in mente, per quam verum efficiatur ſuramentum., Bonating 


To. 2. difÞ. + q. 1. punct. 12. 5; | | | 


3. If a man be; charged with a- ſecret crime, 


which cannor be ſufficiently proved by Teſtimo- 


nies beyondall exteprion, he may; ſafely deny ir, 


Liff.d ju. Chough he were guilty of it..” If 'a matt; faich tf 
fit. & jure, us, can make any exception againſt t e Witneſſes," or ſhew 
cr > g that it was a report ſpread abroad by men, that” boxe ill 

will to him, or that there was ſome miſtake: in it; he is not 


bownd to confeſs the truth, and conſequently be may deny it 


2 


with areſervstion., Nay, as long- as the thing' is ſo ſes 


cret, that a man may probably defend himſelf, and hope 't> 
eſcape, he may perſiſt 'in denying the fat ;, although the 


Judge do proceed atcording to due Form of Law, {aith the 


fame Leſſius, It is no mortal fin to deny it, ſaith 
Fillucius. 


———— 
OR a _ 


_— 


Filliucius. Not, though. others be like to [nffer for it, Fillinc. for. 
ſaich Em. S4; eſpecidlly if the puniſhment be capital, ſaith AR 2 
Filliucius and others in him.” Bur if a man doth S- A4pbe- | 
{uſpet whetherthe Judgedoth proceed according "a mn 
ro due form of Law, which depends wipon his opi- ». 3. 
nion of the proofs and Witneſles brought againſt 
him, they makeno queſtion then, but he maay de- 
ny the fact by help of an caſie reſeryation, in his 

4. If a man,hath denyed the Fa& when he 
was bound to confeſs it in Court, according to 
their rules, yet they will nor allow that he is 
bound to confeſs it before execution. Becauſe 
ſaith Navarr, ” nf efſion . " 4 Navarr, Man. c: 25. 11.38. Dia. 
Pr ie and abſ olution by | him 5 ' Sum. wv. Reus tt. 12. Fac. de Graffus, L. 
fu Kcient for ſalvation... y Hu 3: ©, 7417», Eſcobar tr. 6.ex.6. n. 62. 
Conf ſſour ought not to pue bim Gr 3 an 3 
upon it, ſaith Diana. Not un- tr. 6. c.5. n.3. $4 fphor. de Reo-n. 
ef it be clearer than Noon-day / 5»: Ba: rewp- 5-2. 15. 
that the Law compels them to it, , TE 8.9 
ſay,others ; i.e. chac they haye no kind of exceptions 


_ 


> 


again the judicial proceedings. Some thought they 
ought then to do it for the reputation ofthe Judges 


who otherwiſe might ſuffer in the eſteem. of the BD 
People as condemning innocenr perſons but this 
is over-ruled by the generality of che Jacer Ca- - 


ſuiſts, becauſe the pre urmption is alwayes on. the 

fide of the Judges, when they proceed according *' 

tro Law. Bur one of the lateſt Caſuiſts hath: given 
F 2 <_ EN 


a0 
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Lugnde an excellent Reaſgn againſt* puBlick Confeſſion, be: 


Tujtit, &- * 


_ + 1 oil cauſ e they are accounted (owards avid Fools t that Make it. | 


FH 1... 196.1; Jo puſUlawimes: forks bebergur fi ee flatieatur: *'"Dickfilly de 
juratReito d\fÞ: 2. dub. L2o Bol A7 To ern tp xs IF. new? 3h; 0:9 
5. Wherethe Judge is luppoled incompetent, they 
make nv queſtion of he ule of Equivocation and 
mental reſervation '\n denhing rhe” crimes they are 
ouilty of. An incompetent Judge is one that, wants 
lawful Juriſdiction over the*perion ';' as if a' Lays 
man pretend to judge one in Orders according ro 
theirdocrine of exemption; or it-X Heretick or ex- 
communicated perfor take Ypo0a, hi th t6 Judge good 

__ Catholicks. Web; OY. ET. 
. - And thus theylook'bh all out” Judges" as incompe- 
tent; of which, beſide8the gentral Gharge"of He, 
reſie, we have this particular 'evidehee. When the 
unquietnels of the' Je ſuites "gave, juſt occafon. ro 
thole ſevere” Laws which were. made after the 
G. Abbot a Byll of Pius 5. ſeveral caſes were propoſed ar 
T7” Rome for Reſolution in order' tothe Þetrer” condhtt 
»pref.p. Of their affairs here ; and amotit the reſt this; 
9. Ec. Suppaſe an oath be required in 'an Hretical Court before 
imcompetent Tudges ( quales {unt omMnes nuUNC 1n An- 
blia, 45 ull are now wi England: ) bog far dath-[uch 
aft” oath bind '? The Anſwer Is; ht than the 
Perſon that ſwears did intend it Mould {and he may 
, either refuſe the "oath, or he may Sophiſtic® jware 


& Sophiſtice reſpondere - lie may ſwear and anſwer with- 


Jug gimg 


% 


\F 
«\ 
P 
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"before the K THe” 4} 


OECIT ETC —_—_—_ 
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juggling and equiyocation : and he that diſcovers any by 
ertue of his oath commits a double fin. Ant'in the 
Anſwers approved by Pius 5. or Judges are declared 
incompetent, and our Courts of Judicature wnlawful'C Churts \ 
and therefore no man by his oath is bound to conf:fs any 
thing to the pr eſudice of the Cathalick Cauſe , nor to ans 
ſwer according to the intention of the Judge, but i in bs 
true ſenſe of his own, | 
So thar we not only ſee the doCtrine al 
Cice of equivocation approved by the Holy $i! 
but all legal Authority among us utterly rejected as 
having no Juri/aiftion over them. And all who. 
allow this practice do thereby di{coverthar, whar 
they call Herefte doth rake away the civil Righ ts 
and Properties of mer” © For 1f Hereſie makes out 
Jatlyes' incompetent, by neceſſary confequerice ' ic 
muſt deprive the Kmg of the right to-hus Throne; 
ir muſt take ray 1 the obligation of our Lai, | 
ard >heritle every man Hath ro! his eftare. | Such 
pernjeivys confſeq rences do follot the wiſdom of 
the Serpent, where'it' is not joyned with the inns 
yy and [implrcity of the Dove : and nor only pernis 
ro Government, but to thrm/alves roo when' theſe. 
arts are underſtood and dilcovered;, for' wharfe- 
curity; catithere' be. from'the moſt lolemn -oaths; 
the moſt deep ant ſerious: proceſtations' of thoſe: 
perſons who at the' ſame time believe: that none. 
of theſe things do bind them, but by Tome Tet. 
reſcrye they may turn che ſenſe quite 7 abies Way. 
than: 
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than we imagined, and when they pretendithe 
greateſt ſimplicity and ſeem torenounce all equivocas 
tion, may then equivocate the moſt of all 2 It men 
had invented ways to fill the world with per- 
perual jealouſtes and ſuſpicions of their praftices 
and intefttions, they could never have thought of . 
any more cfte&ual than theſe two, that Hereſie, or 
differing in opinion from them, deprives them 
of their civil rights, and that they. may. deny 
what 1s true, and ſwear to what is falle,, and 
promiſe what they never mean to perform by 
vertue of {ome ſecret reſervation in their minds. 
How can they live as fellow-ſubjects with others 
who do not-own the fame Authority, the ſame 
Laws, the ſame Magiſtrates, who look on all. He- 
reticks in a State of Uſurpation, and all judicial pro- 
ceedings againſt them as meer force and violence, 
and parallel the cale of anſwering in our Courts 
with that of oaths and promiſes to Thieves and Rob- 
bers? for upon thele grounds all the bonds of So- 
ciety are diſſolved where what they call  Hereſie 
prevails; and no obligation can lieuponthem by 
vercue of any Laws, or oaths, or promiſes. .I do 
not ſay that particular perions may not, upon 
common principles of honeſty,make conſcienceof 
theſe things:but 1 ſpeak of what follows from thele 
allowed principles and praftices amagg them, and 
what may be juſtly expected by verrue: of them. 
How can we. be ſure that any man' means what 
\ | he 
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he ſaith, when he holds it lawful to reſerve amean- 

Ing quite- different from his words? What can 

oaths ſignifie to the ſatisfaction of others, when it 

is impoſſible to underſtand in what ſenſe they 

ſwear ? and when they pretend the greateſt ſim- 

plicity in renouncing all arts, may then by allow-; 

ance of their (ſuits uſe them the moſt of all ? 

But can men upon ſober reflections think it any, Bar» 4: 

part of true Wiſdom to loſe all the force of their oaths (72090 

and promiſes with thole among whom they live 2 p. 194- 

Will' they never ſtand in'necd of being believed © ' 

or truſted? Andthen, if they deſire it never {o 

much, how can they recover any credit with 

out plain diſowning' all ſuch principles, :and_ in 

ſuch a way if ſuch © bis foulhd out, which is un- 

capableof any mental reſervation. Such kind of 

Arrtifices canonly ſerve for atime, but when once 

they woe vre cr underſtood; they fall heavily 

upotithoſethar uſe them.” © For although froſt and 

fraud'may hold for a while, yer according rothe 

true ſaying, they both have dirty ends,. . The 

furnimt of what 1 have to ſay is this, That however 

Simplitity' and ſincerity of converſation may in ſpme 
articular circumſtances E&xpole men to 'greater, 

danger and difficulties: than traud and deceit may 

do;yertiponthe whole'matter cqnſidering the con- 

ſequentes*of both, it will be found much greater 

Wiſdom always to preſerve the wnocency of the Dove, 

than to ufe- the greateſt ſubtilty of the Serpent with- 
TP Oouc 
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out it. Which although ic may ſeem to take off 


from the fincneſs of 'the Serpents Wiſdom, yer it adds 
very much to the ſafety and ſoundneſs of it. 


"TIT. Prudent ſimplicity lies in the praRtce of 
Meekn?/s and Patience. The Serpent doth not imploy 
its ſubrilty only in'defending it ſelf and avoiding 
dangers, bit in watching its opportunity to dg 
miſchief, * being both. revengetul and infidious: 
therefore we read of the Adder mn the path that. lies 
undiſcetned in the ff: ands, that biteth the horſesbeels [0 
that the rider ſhall fall backward. It doth mailchief ſe- 
cretly, fpitefully and artificially, by fit means and 
inſtruments. -But Chriſt would have his Diſci- 
ples tobe Wiſe to that which, is. good, but. fumple or harm 
leſs concerningevil; ſo S. Pal explains theſe words of 
our Saviour, .Be ye wiſe as Serpents and harmleſs as 


Doves. Which alchough they want no Gall, yer 


donot ſhew that they have any, whatſoever uſage 


| they meet with. Chriſt foretels his Diſciples the 


[1 


injuries and'reproachesthey were like to ſuffer un- 
der, that their condition was like to be no better 
than that of ſheep in the midſt of Wolves, notwith- 


Nandinos he would not ſofter thera, robe furious:as 


wild beaſts,. or cruel and rapaciousas the Birds of 


prey ; but in gentleneſs and meckneſs. and pati:. 
enceto be as barwleſs as Doves, Net, as though 


Chriſtianity did forbid men the juſt and lawtul 


ways of preſerving trhemſelyes, bur ir takes away: 
_—_— * the 


21G 
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all malice _ hatred, and reven Fe” ryOue:. 

of mens minds ; It ea {els —— 

the tempers of n men, and fills chem with Kindneſs Mar. 5. 44 

and Good Will even.to their enemies, .nof bring 0- ; 

Vercome with evil, but overcoming evil, with Good. -Ne-. 20 ”" 

ver any Religion in the world was ſuch.an enemy 

ro.all kind of Malice, Reven: and Cruelty as.the 

Chriſti ian; that which we call good nature. {cems to. 

come. very. near that, Divine, grace which. 5. 

Payl. calls Charity, and Goth lo ayenirably, deſcribe. 

and ſo. highly extgl above. miraculous ifts..and 

ſome of the greateſt graces. | Charity, ju ſuffereth \ long, 1 Cor. r3;: 

and is kind ; Jr envi th pot ;  pharity, Lars” 4» $2 647. 

it [elf . is not puffed 1 up ; Tub; not behave i felf 14s 4h 

ſeeketh nat her own ;_. is not eaſily provoked ; thinketh, no 

evil ; rejoyceth not in iniquity but rejoyceth. in the, truth-; 

beareth, all things, - b:lieveth all things . hopeth all thnge, 37 

exdureth all gs, 1.C. in mes it hapes, believes, . 

and; det ” re good "8 It joel bears and: i 

| hearr a Iyes ch e Aire, evil. And bees, 8-4 

'.In Fr. "Dove:l temper ; ” wh ich "ot + 
BTL No his diſciples rem ckable for. Which 99 
however i ic may be & ſpiled and (corned by furi-. 

ous and ſelf; willed 1 men, yer u opliceration, 

it will 1 be Foun, a great part of By bh om. of Oving: 

Revenge is the pleaſure oply af, weak and diſc = 

derly minds: for what real Fatifac jon..can ang., 

thers loſs.or pain give to any con idering mag 7 

The only Pretence or colour tori IC.15 the 'Preyenc: 

| 6 ng 
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Luke 
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tos more miſchief coming 6h ones ſelf; ya "ir 
Very act of revenge is a freſh! provocation': ſorhat 
- either'\quarrels muſt continue without end, or 


lore body muſPchmk in their Wifdomi ro forgive 

at aſt. - Ard} iÞ f& , Exp 

| ſkiing whether it werenor greater” Wildbri to 

_ revented Xt ArikalVthie exarith Aid” diſqui-. 

efides" other” incotiveniences ; which muſt 

eek follow a continued quarrel TFany thing 

rend* to' make a: Trans life- caſe and Plebtant <© to. 
himfetf” and” others, ' it is ihnocehcy and 

_ tleneſs, and\ patehte, and dotng” 160d anc ver- 

reaqus 'rHings,* whatever! the world chinks, of 


them. 


And this was" it which reeotarnend)d ry Ok 


ſtian ReligiorrotheWorld,chavirs gre buſineſs and. 
de ehgn Was, tO PreNwane the difobedientto the Wi Wiſdom 
of the jnft;, by Layin afide all malice, and all. tle, aid 
bb: « Tp ibs, wy 4fl FIN | peakings; 5.ndt endering evi for Sar 
a, 20, or vali ply for railing, aid if when” they did alt they [1 iffer- 
21, e4foy.it, by takiug* it patiently, fy, folowlig chetein the 
= example of Chriſt Bond iniſelf, whodiltii fin neitber was wie 
"3: fond 6 mn his mouth; 6s whenhe was reviled Ber, i not 
again; when be ſuffered; amy not, buf Cojiny itted. 
banſelf to bim that judged righte ouſly Theſe" Ars 'the 
inſtruQions of S. Fw 0) Kg ORE Chriſtians, 
and the ways he judged ro effe&taal, to pro- 
mote the honour. of their Religion, among thoſe 
who were moſt apt to thigk and [peakievifiof ir 


J. 17. 


peat t ro! any't mans under- | 
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Ang becaule that was a very corrupt ang a bulic 
"and factious age, eſpecially in thoſe Cities: where 


- 


the Jews and Gentiles inhaþbited cogerher, therefore 
he adyiſerh the Chriſtians not on]y to writy and m- 
nbcency,, bur to a quiet ſubmiſſion ta bw. and 
however the Jews looked on Heathen, Government as 
a err pjobrment of men; jeg he Loramainde rherm 

y ordinange of man for the Fd [akes "e- 


2.11 12 


to ſubmit to every ordinans rf 
ther it was'the Imperial, the Procenſular, or the Prajoe 
rnpaver,, a0 copacting (© much the Ferfs inpr 
loy'd' asthe deſign of the Inſtitution, which was 
or the puniſhment of evil-doers, ad for the praiſe of them 4 
that do well. For ſo is the Will of God gd that with this ſat © _C. 
of well-doing ye may. put to ſilence "the * ignorance of oh : 
bþ min ,. who are apt tO quarrel with Religion, _— 


I33 


clſþecially whey' it appears new, as, thag which © 
gives occaſion to many-diſturbances of the Civil TEE 


Government. And that chere might benno colour, 
CIO LCI.PC 5 "ou © TIF, 3b IF. L150) Serta * 
for. any luch cavil againſt Chriſtanity, no Religt-. 
on that ever was, dig ſo much inforce the duty, 
of obedience as Chriſt and his Fel did, and. 
. F Silas { % BY 
that upon the greateſt and molt weighty(confide- 
OT AVET: 86:5) Sd $13 © ' if [1 44d 5 
rations; for conſcience- ſake, for the Lords. ake, fox, Rom. 13.53 
2 or 35 87" 4; [0 Ci: ig Og Cavi i $i Tigh” 
their Religions lake. Forconlider I pray,it the Do- 
ctrine of Chriſthad given eacouragement.tofatti-. 
ON and rebellion under. pretence,of bi if S Peter 
himfelfhag taken upon hin to diſpole o rOWnNS. 


+. © 


aire Fg 2 gib19318 A00. At 7; 
and Sceprers, or,had” abſalved ak oi rom theip. 


Allegiance, even to their greateſt PETIECUTOLS, WHAT, 
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a blot this had been upon the whole Religion, fy 


Government was from- the priacip! 


ave 


an intolerable reproach to Chriſtianity -ro impure 
their patient fubmiſſion to. Authority to their weak- 
neſs and wait of force: which is all one as to lay, 
they would have reſiſted if they durſt : this is nor 
to make them harmleſs as, Doves ;- but. co have roo 
much of the /ubtilty of the Stzpent, 'in pretending 


i 7 


to be innocent. when they only wanted an oppor- 


myo doula 
" Bur the fecurity the Forte Reon gave to 
; rom. the principles and precepts 
of it,.. the deſign of its doctrine as well as the pra- 
Rice, of'its followers. So that if their Religion 
were true, i did” oblige them io all a&ts of cha- 
rity nd ay , to. meekneſs and patience, 
th peaceablen&f and aquier and prudent behavi- 
ourin all the changes of hpmane affairs 
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duingoutlyflsad:rakibg!off 6ir-affecions from 
prefent things; AndÞberaute he knew what perie= 


|< cutions would follswhisdp&riveheadviſal his 
Diſciplesneither to, ſuffer.as Fools, nor as evil-deers, . 
but to be wiſe as Serpents and harmleſs as Doves. - 

Let no man'then think our Religion weakens. 
| their underſtanding, or impairs their diſcrecion, 
Tl or puts men upon doing fooliſh and impru- 
dentthings. As itis founded on the belt reaſon, 

; «© fo ir brings men to the beſtremper, and governs 
| w CbeiraQions by rules of the crueſt, Wiſdom ; nox 
only as it provides for the moſt deſirable end in_ 
# another world, bur even in._this, it ſecures moſt 
the honour, intereſt and fafery off men; and if cir- 
cumſtances happen to be hard here, it gives the 
higheſt aſſurance of an infinite anderernalrecom-. 
pence. Butif men under a prerence of zeal for 
| Religion do wicked things, and carry ontreache- 
rous and malicious defigns, if inſtead of directing 
mens 
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mens., Gonlgiences.in! the; »Way es af. Anmocence 

and goodnels, they #e@cb;ivbem.kbeart of: putting 

Ac. Faler bE (ck5,01 {gd Als ky, 4 [ a5 One called, ter! Cdſieſticy 
- = 14 bn Dipintyof che! Seteols os; the. way of toreakidg 
Foit. Pro. DIS Lawsby &nais fift;caadififrons ; 3f| inſtead 
vinc. 3, of, meeknels and PALIence they! pur-meaypantacts 
4.3 of reyenge.and.<rpelty;y inked aft proniotiog 
' Peaceandranquiliity dnghe warld; alicyplotmmil: 
chickand Firrup fationapduchellignyws dretfure 

while Diſciples foever.aliey pretenllodo (be) they 

are none of Ghrifg's,; foralihauhihfy ſhoukd nor 

all. be capable of bejog wife/dsrSerpmes; yer they 

are baund tg be baryteſs. as Dowedi 2 b tom 2h 5 
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